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Projects Recommended for Funding 
 

The Access and Habitat (A&H) Board met in La Grande on April 19, 2011 to review 
projects requesting funding from the A&H Program. A project must receive at least four 
supporting votes to be recommended for funding; all seven Board members attended the 
meeting. A summary of each project, funding requested, access and/or habitat benefits 
provided, and Board and Council votes are listed below. Major issues raised are 
identified below, if applicable.  
 
The Board recommends funding the following projects: 

#2011-12 Lucky Creek Mule Deer Habitat Enhancement  
 

 
 
The Lucky Creek Mule Deer Habitat Enhancement project would improve 600 acres of 
critical mule deer winter range by cutting and burning juniper, developing a spring and 
watering trough, and fencing ½ mile of riparian habitat.  The project site is located in the 
Maury WMU, a Mule Deer Initiative (MDI) unit.  The Maury MDI Working Group 
identified habitat management as the most important objective for this unit.   
 
The juniper removal component of the project would be funded by A&H, the 
landowner, and the ODFW Ochoco District.  The remaining activities would be funded 
by the landowner, the SWCD, and CREP.  The original proposal requested $28,000 
from A&H for juniper removal.  However, due to budget constraints, the A&H Board 
approved the reduced grant amount of $25,760. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• A&H Funds:  $25,760 
• Cooperator Funds: $62,360 
• Total Project Cost: $88,120 
• Applicant:  Paul Neuharth Ranch, LP 
• Location:  Maury WMU (56% public lands) 
• Habitat Acres:  600  
• Cooperators:  ODFW – Ochoco, Deschutes Soil and Water  
    Conservation District (SWCD), USDA Conservation  
    Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), landowner 
• Council Vote:  Yes: 7;   No: 0 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 6;   No: 0 
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#2011-13 Pringle Creek Habitat Enhancement 

 
 
The Pringle Creek Habitat Enhancement project is part of a large-scale program to 
improve mule deer and elk habitat and hydrologic function in two creek drainages and 
associated winter range in southern portions of the Ochoco unit and northern portions of 
the Maury Unit.  The total treatment area is just under 6,000 acres, which includes over 
3,000 acres of juniper removal, 100 acres of juniper/ponderosa pine thinning, 
development of 14 spring sites, over 1,200 acres of rangeland seeding, and 950 acres of 
noxious weed removal.  A controlled burn will be implemented on 5,869 acres of the 
treatment area. 
 
A&H funds would be used for juniper removal, pine thinning, and rangeland seeding; 
project cooperators would fund the remaining components.   The original proposal 
requested $35,398 from A&H.  However, due to budget constraints, the A&H Board 
approved the reduced grant amount of $32,566. 
 
#2011-14 Rice Access Project 

 
The Rice Access Project would pay the landowner $1.80 per acre for each of five years 
for continued By-Permission hunting access to 1,231 acres of private land that is part of 
the Glass Hill Access Area located approximately four miles south of La Grande.  
Access to this portion of the Access Area is administered by the Northeast Regional 
A&H Coordinator.  Over the past three years, access has been provided to an average of 
75 hunters per year, averaging 533 hunter use days and 13 bulls harvested per year.   

• A&H Funds:  $11,080 
• Cooperator Funds: $5,500  
• Total Project Cost: $16,580 
• Applicant:  Dr. Joel Rice 
• Location:  Starkey WMU (67% public lands) 
• Access Acres:  1,231 
• Access Duration: 5 years, by-permission: Aug. 1 – Jan. 31, 2011 - 2016 
• Cooperators:  Local volunteers, Dr. Joel Rice   
• Council Vote:  Yes: 3;   No: 0 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 6;   No: 0 

 

• A&H Funds:  $32,566 
• Cooperator Funds: $587,227 
• Total Project Cost: $619,793 
• Applicant:  Neal Dow 
• Location:  Ochoco WMU (54% public lands) 
    Maury WMU (56% public lands) 
• Habitat Acres:  5,969 
• Cooperators:  Oregon Department of Forestry, Oregon Watershed  
    Enhancement Board (OWEB), Neal Dow, Forest  
    Conservation Stewardship     
• Council Vote:  Yes: 6;  No: 0 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 6;  No: 0 
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Each summer, a volunteer clean-up day is coordinated to remove trash from within the 
project area.  

#2011-17 Wilson Family Ranches Habitat Restoration 

 

 
 
The Wilson Family Ranches Habitat Restoration project would maintain and improve 
seasonal-emergent wetlands, riparian buffers, wet meadows, and native upland habitat 
on 190 acres in the North Powder River drainage.  Activities include berm construction, 
riparian and upland plantings, and riparian fence construction.  Improved habitat 
conditions would benefit upland game birds, waterfowl, and a wide variety of wetland 
wildlife.  The project would improve hunting conditions on adjacent lands where 
hunting is permitted on a by-permission basis. 
 
A&H funds would be used for water control structures, tree/shrub plantings, and project 
administration and monitoring.  Project cooperators would fund the remaining activities. 
 
 

#2011-20 C2 Ranch Access and Habitat Project 

 
 

• A&H Funds:  $11,000 
• Cooperator Funds: $122,200 
• Total Project Cost: $133,200 
• Applicant:  Dave Picanso – C2 Ranch 
• Location:  Rogue WMU (57% public lands) 
• Habitat Acres:  930 
• Access Acres:  9,500 
• Access Duration: Aug. 2011 – May 2012: Limited Access 
• Cooperators:  Oregon Hunters Association – Rogue Valley Chapter, 

   ODFW – Central Point, C2 Ranch 
• Council Vote:  Yes: 6;   No: 0 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 6;   No: 0 

 

• A&H Funds:  $10,000 
• Cooperator Funds: $169,038  
• Total Project Cost: $179,038 
• Applicant:  John Wilson 
• Location:  Starkey WMU (67% public lands) 
• Habitat Acres:  190 
• Cooperators:  Natural Resource Conservation Service, US Fish and 

   Wildlife Service, Ducks Unlimited, ODFW Game  
   Bird Program, OWEB, John Wilson   

• Council Vote:  Yes: 3;   No: 0 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 6;   No: 0 
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The C2 Ranch Access and Habitat project would improve 930 acres of habitat for black-
tailed deer and wild turkeys by removing invasive blackberry, cutting back decadent 
brush fields, and fertilizing meadows.  In addition, the landowner would provide 43 
guided youth hunts (28 deer, 5 elk, and 10 spring turkey) and four adult archery deer 
hunts.  Hunters will be selected at random by local sports groups. 
 
A&H funds would be used to purchase herbicide and to fund a portion of blackberry 
cutting.  Project cooperators would fund the remainder of the blackberry cutting, 
fertilizing, and herbicide application. 
 

#2011-22 Wendling Travel Management Area 

 

 
The Wendling Travel Management Area (TMA) will provide motor vehicle access 
seven days per week for public hunting on almost 90,000 acres, the majority of which 
has traditionally been open to hunter access only on weekends.  Access will be allowed 
from the beginning of early archery season through the close of rifle buck season except 
when closed due to fire danger or for management purposes.  This TMA has already 
been approved by the Commission for the 2011 hunting season.  This project proposal is 
to provide dedicated Oregon State Police enforcement on the project area.  
 
The original project proposal requested from A&H an additional $9,774 for kiosks, road 
markers, and traffic counters.  Due to budget constraints, the A&H Board approved only 
the $23,220 required for two years of law enforcement.  Cooperator funds will be used 
for materials and project administration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• A&H Funds:  $23,220 
• Cooperator Funds: $23,734  
• Total Project Cost: $46,954 
• Applicant:  Brian Wolfer, ODFW Springfield 
• Location:  McKenzie WMU (60% public lands) 
• Access Acres:  89,300 
• Access Duration: 2 years: Aug. 2011 – Nov. 2012 
• Cooperators:  Weyerhaeuser, Giustina Land and Timber, Giustina  

   Resources, ODFW, Oregon State Police, Oregon  
   Hunters Association  

• Council Vote:  Yes: 6;   No: 0 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 6;   No: 0 

 



-5- 
 

#2011-23 Columbia Basin Access Program   

 

 
 
 
The Columbia Basin Access Program requests a block grant to open an estimated 95,000 
acres of private land to public hunting in the Columbia Basin.  Funding would be 
provided by a grant received from the FSA through the Voluntary Public Access and 
Habitat Incentive Program, a component of the 2008 Farm Bill.  ODFW has been 
awarded approximately $2.3 million (distributed over three years) to be used for specific 
programs, including the Columbia Basin Access Program.  This federal funding award is 
collectively referred to as Oregon Open Fields.  As proposed to the FSA, all Open Fields 
programs are to be approved by the Access and Habitat Board and the Fish and Wildlife 
Commission.  The current request is to expend Year 1 funds only. 
 
The proposal before the Commission includes $25,862 for six months of salary, vehicle, 
and administrative expenses for an Open Fields Coordinator to facilitate the program, as 
well as $20,000 to install permit boxes on access areas to estimate hunter use.  The 
remaining $228,000 would be used to pay landowners up to $3 per acre to allow public 
hunting.   
 
This program was included in the proposal to the FSA because of the public interest and 
opportunity to increase public hunting access in the Columbia Basin.  Most properties 
opened through this program would provide upland game bird hunting, one of the most 
popular ways to introduce youth or inexperienced hunters to the sport.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• A&H Funds:  $273,862 
• Cooperator Funds: $50,904 
• Total Project Cost: $324,766 
• Applicant:  Matt Keenan, A&H Program Coordinator 
• Location:  Columbia Basin Ecoregion 
• Access Acres:  ~95,000 
• Access Duration: 2011/12 hunting season; dates vary by landowner 
• Cooperators:  USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), ODFW field  

   staff  
• Board Vote:   Yes: 6;   No: 0 
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#2011-24 Willamette Valley Goose Hunter Access Program 

 

 
 
The Willamette Valley Goose Hunter Access Program requests a block grant to open an 
estimated 95,000 acres of private land to public goose hunting in the Willamette Valley.  
Funding would be provided by a grant received from the FSA through the Voluntary 
Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program, a component of the 2008 Farm Bill.  
ODFW has been awarded approximately $2.3 million (distributed over three years) to be 
used for specific programs, including the Willamette Valley Goose Hunter Access 
Program.  This federal funding award is collectively referred to as Oregon Open Fields.  
As proposed to the FSA, all Open Fields programs are to be approved by the Access and 
Habitat Board and the Fish and Wildlife Commission.  The current request is to expend 
Year 1 funds only. 
 
The proposal before the Commission includes $25,862 for six months of salary, vehicle, 
and administrative expenses for an Open Fields Coordinator to facilitate the program, as 
well as $20,000 to post properties and install permit boxes on access areas to estimate 
hunter use.  The remaining $228,000 would be used to pay landowners up to $3 per acre 
to allow public hunting.   
 
This program was identified as a priority because of chronic goose depredation 
experienced by agricultural producers in the Willamette Valley and the lack of public 
hunting opportunities in the region.  The Goose Task Force established by the 2009 
Oregon Legislature identified public hunting access as a key management tool for 
resolving these issues.   
 

• A&H Funds:  $273,862 
• Cooperator Funds: $50,904 
• Total Project Cost: $324,766 
• Applicant:  Matt Keenan, A&H Program Coordinator 
• Location:  Willamette Valley portions of Benton, Clackamas,  

   Columbia, Lane, Linn, Marion, Multnomah, Polk, 
   Washington, and Yamhill counties, primarily those  
   portions within the Northwest Goose Permit Zone.   

• Access Acres:  ~95,000 
• Access Duration: 2011/12 waterfowl season; dates vary by landowner 
• Cooperators:  USDA’s Farm Service Agency, ODFW field staff  
• Board Vote:   Yes: 6;   No: 0 

 


